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obody asks to join this club

Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to Be a Part Of

En espaiiol: Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere entrar
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Written by Rafael J. Hernandez Illustrated by Josymar Arteaga

Publishing in English and Spanish on November 22, 2026

joshyboybook.com | josuecitolibro.com
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The book | El libro

Honestabout the hard parts. Certain about the hope.

Joshy didn’t ask to join this club. But the day the doctors said “You have cancer,” he became a member of
the best club you never want to be a part of. Told in bouncing rhyme, this is a story about hospitals and
hard days, the friends who help us and the friends we lose, and finding courage in the most ordinary
moments. Written for children facing circumstances bigger than themselves, and for the grown-ups
who love them.

Nadie pide entrar a este club. Josuecito tampoco. Un cuento en verso sobre hospitales, dias dificiles, los amigos que nos ayudan y los

amigos que se nos van. Y aun asi, termina en esperanza.

Publication date November 22, 2026, all editions

Editions Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to Be a Part Of (English)

Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere entrar (Spanish, written natively in Venezuelan Spanish)
Formats Paperback $12.99 | Hardcover $23.99 | 40 pages, 8.5 x 8.5 in, full color

ISBNs English: 979-8-9977862-0-5 (paperback), 979-8-9977862-2-9 (hardcover)
Spanish: 979-8-9977862-1-2 (paperback), 979-8-9977862-3-6 (hardcover)

Reading age 7 and up on their own; younger children with a grown-up
Publisher Drexel Studios, Miami Beach, Florida
Where to buy joshyboybook.com, josuecitolibro.com and Amazon (amazon.com/author/rafaeljhernandez);

hardcovers available to bookstores through Ingram
Giving back A portion of the book’s net proceeds goes to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Author socials Instagram and TikTok: @rafmanship

The cast | Los personajes

Joshy | Josuecito, a small, funny, lovable boy Sir Canes-a-Lot | Don Bastén el Andante, partner in
Pauly the Port | Pablito el Puerto, his first hospital stride
friend Timmy the Tumor | Timoteo el Tumor, the villain

Cathy the Catheter | Mandi la Manguerita, the quiet shown the door

helper Zeta, the cat

The butterfly needle | La agujita mariposa, wings

spread wide
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The author

Youre braver and stronger than you ever knew.

In oneline

Rafael]. Hernandez is a Venezuelan-born author, product designer and mentor who
turned his own cancer diagnosis at 23 into a picture book that helps families talk about

childhood illness with honesty and hope.

Short bio

Rafael]. Herndndez is a Venezuelan-born product designer, author and mentor based

in Miami Beach, Florida. Diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma at 23, he underwent sixteen

rounds of chemotherapy and surgery before his scans showed no evidence of disease, and since 2010 he has mentored
people facing similar diagnoses. His debut picture book, Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to Be a Part Of,
publishes simultaneously in English and in Spanish as Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere entrar, a sibling edition
written natively rather than translated, with illustrations by his cousin, Venezuelan artist Josymar Arteaga. A portion

of the book’s net proceeds goes to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Full bio

Rafael J. Hernindez grew up in Maracaibo, Venezuela. He was 23 years old, pursuing a long-awaited master’s degree
in Savannah, Georgia, and preparing for his first trip home in eleven years, when doctors told him he had Ewing’s
sarcoma, a rare bone cancer that typically affects children and adolescents. Sixteen rounds of chemotherapy and
surgery later, his scans showed no evidence of disease. The emotional work took longer. Therapy helped him make
sense of the experience, and since 2010 he has mentored people facing similar diagnoses, members of the community

he calls the best club no one would ever truly want to join.

Twenty years after his diagnosis, Hernandez makes his literary debut with Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to
Be a Part Of, published simultaneously in Spanish as Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere entrar, a sibling edition
written from scratch rather than translated. The illustrations are by his cousin, Venezuelan artist Josymar Arteaga,
who hand-lettered the title on both covers from her home in Colombia, reuniting the two through a book after life took

them from their shared hometown of Maracaibo to different countries.

A product designer by profession, Herndndez credits his fiancée, TV and radio personality Monse Medina, with
encouraging him past his doubts. He lives in Miami Beach with Monse and their goldendoodles, Archie and Coco, and

celebrates every birthday with renewed appreciation for the gift of being alive.

Rafael gives interviews in English and Spanish. A high-resolution headshot, cover files and interior art are available

alongside this kit.
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El autor

Eres mds valiente | fuerte de lo ue Puedes imaginar

En unalinea

Rafael ]. Hernandez es un autor, disefiador de productos y mentor venezolano que convirtié su diagndstico de cancer a
los 23 afos en un cuento ilustrado que ayuda a las familias a hablar de la enfermedad infantil con honestidad y

esperanza.

Biografia corta

Rafael ]. Hernandez es un disefiador de productos, escritor y mentor de origen venezolano radicado en Miami Beach,
Florida. A los 23 afios fue diagnosticado con sarcoma de Ewing y se someti6 a dieciséis ciclos de quimioterapia y una
cirugia, hasta que sus estudios médicos dejaron de mostrar evidencia de la enfermedad. Desde 2010 acompafay
orienta a personas que enfrentan diagndsticos similares. Su primer libro, Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere
entrar, se publica simultineamente en inglés como Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to Be a Part Of, con
ilustraciones de su prima, la artista venezolana Josymar Arteaga. Una parte de las ganancias netas del libro sera

destinada a St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Biografia completa

Rafael J. Hernindez crecié en Maracaibo, Venezuela. Tenia 23 afios, cursaba una maestria que habia esperado mucho
tiempo en Savannah, Georgia, y se preparaba para su primer viaje de regreso a Venezuela en once afios cuando los
doctores le dijeron que tenia sarcoma de Ewing, un cdncer de hueso poco comin que afecta principalmente a nifios y
adolescentes. Dieciséis ciclos de quimioterapia y una cirugia después, sus estudios médicos dejaron de mostrar
evidencia de la enfermedad. El proceso emocional tomé mas tiempo. La terapia lo ayudé a darle sentido a lo vivido, y
desde 2010 acompana a personas que enfrentan diagndsticos similares: los miembros de la comunidad que él llama el

mejor club al que, en realidad, nadie quisiera entrar.

Veinte afios después de su diagnéstico, Hernandez debuta como autor con Josuecito y el mejor club al que nadie quiere
entrar, publicado simultineamente en inglés como Joshy-Boy and the Best Club You Never Want to Be a Part Of. La edicién
en espafiol es un libro hermano, escrito desde cero en nuestro espafiol. Las ilustraciones son de su prima, la artista
venezolana Josymar Arteaga, quien ademas escribi6 a mano el nombre del titulo en ambas portadas desde Colombia,
reuniendo a los primos en un libro después de que la vida los llevara de su natal Maracaibo a paises distintos.

Disefiador de productos de profesién, Hernindez le atribuye a su prometida, la personalidad de televisién y radio
Monse Medina, el empujon que lo ayudé a superar sus dudas. Vive en Miami Beach con Monse y sus perros
goldendoodle, Archie y Coco, y celebra cada cumpleafios con un renovado agradecimiento por el regalo de estar vivo.

Rafael da entrevistas en espafiol y en inglés. Foto del autor en alta resolucidn, portadas y arte interior disponibles junto con

este kit.
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Key messages | Mensajes clave

Three ways into the story

1. The club nobody asks to join | El club al que nadie quiere entrar

“Nobody asks to join this club. Joshy-Boy didn't either. But the day the doctors told him, ‘You have cancer, he

became a member of the best club you never want to be a part of.”

“Nadie pide entrar a este club. Josuecito tampoco. Pero el dia que los doctores le dicen ‘tienes cancer’, se vuelve miembro del mejor

club al que nadie quiere entrar.”

2. Honest and hopeful | Honesto y con esperanza

“It’s a story in rhyme about hospitals and hard days, the friends who help us and the friends we lose. And it still

ends on hope.” The book includes a note for grown-ups with conversation starters and resources.

“Es un cuento en verso sobre hospitales, dias dificiles, los amigos que nos ayudan y los amigos que se nos van. Y aun asi termina en

esperanza.” Incluye una nota para los adultos.

3. Made as a family, across two countries | Hecho en familia, entre dos paises

“Written by a Maracaibo native in Miami and illustrated by his cousin Josymar from Colombia. The Spanish edition

is a sibling book, written from scratch in the family’s own Spanish.”

“Lo escribi yo, un maracucho en Miami, y lo ilustr mi prima Josymar desde Colombia. La edicién en espaiiol es un libro hermano,

escrito desde cero en nuestro espaviol.”

Author and illustrator are cousins, both from Maracaibo, Venezuela. | Autor e ilustradora son primos, los dos de Maracaibo,

Venezuela.

Good to know

Rafael was diagnosed at 23, as an adult; he was never a pediatric patient. He has mentored people facing similar diagnoses
since 2010. The book names what is hard, including that not every child survives, with warmth, a parent present in the scene
and an ending that lands on hope.
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Suggested interview questions | Preguntas sugeridas
Pk bt anything

Rafael interviews in English and Spanish and keeps every answer to 20 or 30 seconds, radio and TV friendly.

English

1L

2

10.

What is your book about?

. What inspired you to write it?
. Did you have cancer as a child?

. Isn't this too heavy for a children’s book? It talks about

children dying.

. What age is the book for?

. Tell us about the characters.

. Why publish in English and Spanish at the same time?
. Who illustrated the book?

. What do you hope a family feels when they read it

together?

Where and when can people get it?

Links

joshyboybook.com | josuecitolibro.com
amazon.com/author/rafaeljhernandez
Instagram and TikTok: @rafmanship

Espaiiol

il

10.

¢De qué se trata tu libro?

. ;Qué te inspird a escribirlo?
. ;Y ta tuviste cancer de nino?

. ;No es muy fuerte para un cuento infantil? Habla de

niflos que mueren.

. ;Para qué edad es?

. Cuéntanos de los personajes.

. ;Por qué en espafiol y en inglés a la vez?
. ;Quién lo ilustré?

. ;Qué quieres que sienta una familia al leerlo?

¢Dénde y cuando lo consiguen?
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